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FIRST MISSION TO SUDAN  
 Summer 1981  

 

 

Report to Archbishop Zubeir, President of the Sudanese Episcopal Conference  

23 September 1981 
 

Your Grace, 

 

I would like here to give you a brief account of what has been done this summer in the 
Sudan. The Egyptian volunteers were divided into three groups: 

1 - THE FIRST GROUP was composed of three people: two sisters and one seminarian in 
his third year of theology. They gave a five week refresher course to the catechists in 
Khartoum. These catechists were around 25 in the morning (full-timers), and between 20 and 
40 in the afternoons (part-timers). The echoes I have received so far are very positive and 
encouraging, but I am waiting for your personal impression. 

2 - THE SECOND GROUP was composed of one sister, one doctor and one married man. 
They gave a course of preparation to marriage for girls in Kadugli and El-Obeid, along with 
other apostolic activities. Two other sisters joined them in El-Obeid to help them in their work. 
They ended up their work by the end of August. The echoes I have received are positive, and 
themselves were very happy of their experience.... 

3 - THE THIRD GROUP was composed of about twenty people: one doctor, two 
pharmacists, three teachers, two engineers, two employees and ten students. They had 
rather hard time in Khartoum, waiting for a way of transportation to Wau. During their stay in 
Khartoum, they tried to help in one way or another, but nobody seemed very interested. 

They tried to start a mission in Hilla Mayo, but they were asked to leave the place 
immediately by the chief of the town. 

The only parish where something has been initiated was St Peter and Paul, where Fr. De 
Bertolis welcomed four of them and encouraged their initiative. 

Finally, after more than three weeks waiting, four of our people went back to Cairo and the 
rest of the group was able to join Wau, some by plane and the majority by train. The trip of 
those was very hard, but at the same time an extremely fruitful experience. 

Their trip lasted between 8 and 10 days in the train ! 

The main points of what has been done in Wau are expressed in the letter I sent you at the 
end of my trip, last month.  
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